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HOME
CONVERSION

o Universal design solution converts
retirees’ center-hall colonial into
wheelchair-friendly environment

BY JOHN BYRD
HOME FROMNTS NEWS

HOW DOES A PERSON with limited mobilicy
live comfortably in a three-level center-hall colonial? That's the
question that confronted Mike Tevnan, 63, and his wife, Kath-
leen, 36, when, nearing redrement, the Silver Spring couple
learned that Kathleen would be confined to a wheelchair.

“Omece my situation was diagnosed, we installed a pladform
lift in front of the house, and stair lift from the first floor o the
second,” said Kathleen. “Sill, genting around the house—
which was built in the 19405—was really time consuming and
awlkward.”

Fortunately, through trial and error, patience, and the even-
tual emergence of @ universal design team of remodelers who
could help them, the days of unnecessary obstacles are in the
past—replaced by a new freedom to circulate, manage every-
day chores and live life fully.
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LODki!'Ig btlck, Kathleen is a litle astonished at the chal-
lengres she once confronted daily. For starters, just gerting from
the driveway o the ground-level lift an earlier contractor had
installed near the front portico was & challenge. There wasn®
enough space where the driveway intersects with the front walk
for her van to drop the wheelchair lift; and the sidewslk iself
WS 100 NACTOW.

Meoreover, to exit the platform hift at the front door, Kath-
leen had vo turn 90 degrees in a severcly restricted radios and
push forward onto & concrete mat not much wider than the
wheelchair itself.

Onee inside the house, a stair lift provided the only access
o the full bath on the second floor. And other logistical night-
mares were everywhere. The bathroom was too narrow. The
laundry was in the basement. For a while, she was sleeping in
the living room.

“It was awful,” she said. “Obwicusly the carlicr access solu-
tions hadn't worked well. Mike and [ spent a lot of time wrying
1o figure out the best path through the house, but it was hard
1o know what was best for my situation.™

Then, she found Russ Glickman, an aging-in- place/special
needs expert and president of Glickman Design Build in North
Potomae, which specializes in designing and building residen-
tial renowations that meet the needs of homecwners. His name

Kathleen Tevnan scught better whealchair access in her home and a
batter-integrated access solution. To accomplish this, Auss Glickman
radesigned the sidewalk from Me driveway, inroduced a wider portico
with a barrel vault ceiling and repositionad the lift for easier entry.

SEE DESIGM, PAGE 26
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Tramsport & Crm:-erg' Serwiceg, LIC

I you suffer from physical mobility

Our vehides are designed specifically

e be accessible to handicapped, seniors or disabled individuals.

We provide for: We toke great pride in our:
* Sendors * Friendly and Professional Staff
* Wheelchair Transportation * Safe, Relioble Medical
* People with Disabilifies Transporfation Service
* Long Distance Trips * On-time Performance
* Dialysis Clients * The Cleanliness, Reliability and
* Physical Therapy Comfort of our Vehicles
* Stroke Rehabilitation
Companion Program Available |

Tel: 240-498-4371 + 301-852-9551

www.belpretransportation.com
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MURSING & WELLMNESS C

1235 Potomac Valley
Rockville MD
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When something interrupts your life journey,
our Wellness Roadmap™ gets you started again.

Following an accident, stroke or orthopedic
sufifery Wwe creale a customized recovery
phan with vou based upon vowr wdgue gl
and desired destination.

Whether you need physical, oecupational
or specch therapy, our five decades of
excellence makes us an exceptional guide on
your returm to a higher level of independence
and quality of life.

For mare imformation, simiply call
J01-T62-0700

Potomac Va”ey
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DESIGM, CONTIMUED FROM PAGE 10

surfaced from a list of recommended u-
niversal desipgn specialists, and from her
first interview with him, Kathleen recog-
nized the poteniials.

“Early on I learned that Ruess's son
has a mohility challenge...so he's ad-
dressed all the real-world issues in his
own home life for many years,” said
Kathleen. “And more importamily, |
liked his process and his creativity. He
was there to listen, study the situation
and assemble the right team.™

Collaboratve thinking was crucial
to the project’s success. Glickman se-
lected architects, engineers, interior
designers and carpenters, and assem-
bled and directed & team that had o
rethink the entire plan—inside and
out, top o bottom.

“Russ inspired others to think cre-
atively,” said Kathleen. “The ideas
would be flowing, and | began to real-
ize that getting around my house was
going to be a lot casier.™

To facilivate access from outside,
Glickman redesigned the front walk,
introduced a substandally wider fronc
portico with a barrel-vault celling, and
repositioned the platform lift for im-
proved funcrion and a more discrete
relationship o the house.

The primary “built™ component in

Before this
Silver Spring
home was
redesigned,
Kathleen
Tevnan, who
uses a wheel-
chair, had to

tumn 90 degrees
in a severely
resiricted radivs
and push
forward onto a
concrete mat
not much wider
than the wheel-
chair itself.

the new plan, though, is a two-level, 30-
by-15-foor addition Glickman designed
and conswructed on the home's rear ele-
vation. A custom 3-by-4-foot elevator
links the first floor o the spacious new
master bedroom suite above.

The elevator opens directly into the
master bedroom—mucked in next to
his-and-her walk-in closets.

To create the bathroom, Glickman
converted a former second-level bed-
room, opening a8 srocturally rein-
forced threshold through the former
bearing wall. The door—set off by
pocket doors—provides dedicated ac-
cess from the bedroom.

The warmly textured master bath-
room suite includes a roll-in shower
designed for a waterproof wheelchair.
Stone and granite flooring allow sur-
faces 1o ger wet without the need for
cleanup. There's a vanity and woiler
suited to Kathleen's chair specifica-
tions.

The project’s aesthetics lend con-
siderable satisfaction to the Tevnans.

“The new portico sets off the facade
beantifully,” said Kathleen. “This is a
neighborhood where people greet each
other from the front porch, so I really
like sitting out front and talking to the
local kids. It just fecls like home™
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