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The house Russ Glickman purchased new in the 1980s featured an L-
shaped porch. Anticipating emerging family reguirements, Glickman
designed a wheel-chair friendly Vietorian-style porch that wraps the
houze on two zldes and Includes a gaxebo and a pagoda.

A Family Home

Through life lessons, remodeler Russ
(:lickman has become an acknowledged
expert in accessible design.

By Jonn Byro
Fine Adsansiac
" ‘ praditional house can adapi
v all kinds of special require
mems," said remodeler, and
longrerm Poromae resident,
Russ Glickman. “We're now seeiig mare de
i fof plians thai will serve all iy fein-
bers of the family, and through all the
phises of chedr e, The challenge is o cink-
ing through foreseeable needs, and plan-
ning for contingencies."”

Glickmun, president of Glickman Design
Buribed aned a natsally recognized expert in
a whole caralogue of accessible design so-
Irtions, his learned these lessons from
a varery of life experiences.

Firsr, as a eertified specialist who re-
ceqtly recejvedd a Chyrsalis pwand in the
Undversal Design caregory, e hus oo
sinlved dn home adapracions througho
the metro area,

But, foremost, & a facher and grand-
fnrlver, he's come vo regand the 2150 cen-
tury home as an essendally malleable
accommadanion that — with proper
design — can serve a homeowners
whole life requiremests no matver how
challenging they muy seem,

Glickman says he first discovered this
new way of thinking in the late 1980s
when he amd his wile, Anne, boughe a
spacious two-story center hall Coloddal
shorely afver thedr third chdkd was born.
The 3,200-square-foet, four-bedroom
house fearured a spacions firse level
with den, a large fromt porch and a
1. 000-square-foor unfinished lower
lewel, It was soon apparent, however,
thar some of the home's existing layout
might prove problemarie sinee the new
born, Michael, would probably have
some mobility challenges,

“When a child is small you can carry
them from an upsiaies bedroom 1o the
kizchen or bathroom,” Glickman recalls,
“Bu because the doctors were still learmn-
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ing abowr Michael's condition, we didn
know whar adjustmens o the home's physi
cal space might be needed.”

With two older daugliiers and a dog, the
Glickmans maintained a busy, playful
household. As a builder and a father,
though, Glickman began looking ahead ar
ways o reconfigure e house thar would
wiork heer foF everyone,

This became a parioular pricrity when,
by 4, Michae] was dingivosed with cerebral
palzy and it was clear thar he would weed a
wheelchair

“We thought it would be eagier lor
Michael if we moved his bedroom o the
first floor — 5o we converved the den for

When Mike Glickman (now 24) was diag-
nosed with eerebral palsy, remodeler Russ
Glickman gradually began specializing in
accessible design.

thiz purpase, Once he leamed 10 operae
15 mosorrzed wiwsel-clide, he would be able
rr meve abeoant the first feor on his own

wolition."

While these adjusiments were wsder-
way, Glickman was also busily designing
hiz “ramilyplay rime" masterplece, a
1, 200 sepeare- fomt porch thar wraps the
howse on three sides. Complese with un-
obirusive ramps that segue o a paved
walkway custom-gized ro Mike's wheel-
chair, the porch fearures rwo spacions
gazebos, an ourdoor kirchen, & wisteria
Do, a hor pub and several grovind level
exits thar aeoess a pond in e rear of
the home,

“Ir's esseqially a Vietorian design,”
Glickman said. “Very welcoming and spa-
cious. Iv's a place where the whole fam
ily can ejoy the ouidoars rogether.”

PART OF THE CHALLENGE of muin-
taining a special needs household,
Glickman said, is recognizing when i's
rime ro make & change, and providing
Supprtive considerarions,

When Michael was 14 {and had
reached the appropriare sage of eme
rional marurity), Buss and Ao decided
10 baild-owt the home's lower level so
thar Michaed would have his own "bach
elor pad.”

“It was really a big sep. A move o
warnds mone privacy and independence,™
Anne Glickman said,

The finished lower kevel now ineludes
Michael's masver suine, quarters for over-
night guests, and a well-appoinied fam
iy rooim.

Michaed has his owi patio sicuamed nexe
o the pond in ol rear of the house. Ivs
a grear spot for the entire clan ro wacch
the sunses,

To facilivare Michaels mobility, Riss
Glickman re-graded a slope an the norh
sicde of the house, making §i easier for
Michael ro move from hds privame eo-
rrance in el rear of the homne o the
from porch — which is accessible by
a custom-designed ramp.

Glickman also changesd the home's
ortginil diniing room fino a parlor,
converting the former living room
e an ouesized dindng room thar
opens directly on o the side porch,

Although older daughvers Cailin
and Rebecea have lefr the nest, bath
siblings live nearby, and freguently
come over for cook-ows and ether
family verasions,

Michael is active in a Unived Ce
rebral Palsy program, which he ar-
vends daily.

Glickmian says his son may even-
rually move to a group home — in
which case, v and Anne may adape
thie howse for their own next pliase,
a plan that could include an eleva-
nar

‘W home &5 a kind work in progress
— wilth a loa of chapters,” Glickman
said.

“It is besr when it can be periodi-
cally revises] — 5o thart it works for
everyone, and in every phase of dedir
lives. | see Americans somewhar rerum
ing ehee idea of a fumily home. s a very
stabilizing way to embrace the funire.”

A Primer
on Roofs

By Mike DENgER
Ann Toon McPHEE
SPECIAL WO THE ALMANAL

1 ¢ lese wae still have a roof over
our heads.” This old saying
causes me 1o muse abon roofs,

Wi the dark English philosopher Tho-

mias Hobbes sald, "Life i3 nasry, bruish,

and shom,” he might have also added

“amp,” One of the miracles of contem-

porary life which we usunlly do nor ag-

precize is our dry homes,

Some mighe say roofs are not a sexy
topic, | beg to disagres, Roofs can be amd
often ire the beauliil crowning glory
of o lome. Many roofs requine careful
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Mike Denker, left, and Todd
McPhee.

crafesmanship and careful srenrion o
desail, Roofs show peide oF neghesi; tliey
rewveal the owner's weabth or poverty Our
modern roofs are made of every conoedy-
able material from wood, 1o stone, 1o ee-
ramic, 1o rubber, 1o meral, to asphalr, and
thiey vary in color across the specirum. A
roof replacement, widch may need v be
done every 20 or moere years in che life
of i house, is ome of the mone expensive
and predicrable kinds of periodic main-
tenance, It is possibile to delyy replacing
your rood by several years if you pay care-
fusl arvenion to the few ares diar begin
o fuave erowble Arse, Professional roof.
ing comypanies would prefer of course o
seell you a new roof.

Fineling small leaks is challenging, rime
consuming, and they are nor really pos
sible w0 guaranies, while replacing a
wihole roof from their perspective enables
thean o provide a warraney. My company
employs a roofing specialist who has be-
cone an expern in repairing old roofs, and
his dereerive work often beging with u
eraw] in the amie searching for warer

srains.

Rowodls shed waver iyplcally because they
have a "pitch™ or a degroe of sepness.
Roofers will designae & roof 45 8 6712
or i 4/12. The first numbser in inches is
the “fall* of the roof for every 12 hori
zonral inches. In a steep 12412 picch, for
every 12" of horizonial distance the roof
drops 127, which deseribes a 45-degros
angle roof. If you feel prowd of your roof,
it may be because you have i stesp one.,
A seep roof & narurally more eye carch
ing. If all you care abouwt is warer run

See Roors, Pace 7
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